
 

June  

at a Glance 
 

Saturday, June 6  

Men’s Breakfast 

Time: 8:30am 

Loc: Athenian Diner II 

 

Sunday, June 7  

Communion Sunday 

Time: 10am 

Loc: Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, June 14   

Sunday Worship 

Time: 10am 

Loc: Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, June 21   

Sunday Worship 

Time: 10am 

Loc: Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, June 28    

Sunday Worship 

Time: 10am 

Loc: Sanctuary 

 

 

Visit our website for 

more upcoming 

events and services! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends… 
 

I don’t know about you, but I’m at a point where the national and global news cycle 

often leaves me in despair for our future. Right now, I am all for Jesus breaking into 

this world with love and authority to help set all of our messes straight. Preferably 

using a thunderous voice and a swift clean up with a good magic wand. Or 

something like that. In life, we often look for the dramatic—the big breakthrough, 

the miracle event that changes everything overnight, the mountaintop experience 

that leaves no doubt God is near. Yet I’m constantly reminded that much (most?) of 

the Christian life is shaped by the small and often unnoticed and unappreciated 

things, rather than parades and fanfare. 
 

And looking through the Gospels, it’s evident that Jesus himself paid attention to 

the little things. He noticed a widow dropping two small coins into the offering in 

the temple. He saw Zacchaeus sitting quietly in a tree. He noticed a suffering 

woman quietly touch the hem of his garment. He took time for children when 

others thought they were interruptions. He spoke about mustard seeds, sparrows, 

cups of cold water, lamps, salt, and daily bread. Throughout his acts and his 

speeches, Jesus over and over again revealed that the kingdom of God often grows 

quietly, almost invisibly, in ordinary moments. 
 

We sometimes underestimate the power of small acts, but consider this: a kind 

word spoken at the right moment, a prayer whispered for someone in pain, a note 

of encouragement, choosing patience instead of anger, listening instead of rushing, 

being faithful in responsibilities no one applauds.  
 

These little things may seem insignificant to the world, but you will never know their 

true impact, and, they are never insignificant to God. Jesus reminds us that God has 

counted the hairs on our head and notices even when a bird falls to the ground. 

(Matthew 10). Scripture reminds us in Zechariah 4:10, “Do not despise these small 

beginnings.” God delights in steady faithfulness. A tiny seed carries within it what is 

needed to become a mighty tree. A single flame of a candle pushes back darkness. 

Five loaves and two fish become a feast in the hands of Jesus. 
 

And if you think about your own relationships, the people who shape our lives most 
deeply are not those who performed grand gestures but those who consistently 
showed love in small ways. A parent who loved faithfully. A friend who checked in. A 
church member who quietly served for years without recognition. These “little 
things” become like sacred threads of gold when God weaves the tapestry of our 
existence.  

 

(continued…) 
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June Worship 

June 7 
Communion 

2nd Sun. after Pentecost 

June 14 
 

3rd Sun. after Pentecost 

June 21 
Father’s Day 

4th Sun. after Pentecost 

June 28 
 

5th Sun. after Pentecost 

Genesis 12:1-9 

Psalm 33:1-12 

Romans 4:13-25 

Matthew 9:9-13,18-26 

 

Genesis 18:1-15 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 

Genesis 21:8-21 

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Romans 6:1b-11 

Matthew 10:24-39 

Genesis 22:1-13 

Psalm 13 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

Liturgist 
Sydney Mintz 
 

Liturgist 
Carolyn Cairns 

Liturgist 
Bridget Melien 

Liturgist 
Carol Francis 

Ushers/DOD 
TBD 

Ushers/DOD 
Carolyn Cairns 

Ushers/DOD 
TBD 

Ushers/DOD 
Linda Harris 
 

Coffee Hour 
UCD Trustees 
 

Coffee Hour 
UCD WSCS 

Coffee Hour 
UCD Missions 

Coffee Hour 
MFC 

Notes 
Days for Girls 

Presentation 
 

Notes 
 

Notes 
Baccalaureate/ 

Scholarship Sunday 

Notes 
 

 

 

The same is true also in our walk of faith. Spiritual growth usually happens gradually: one prayer at a time, one 
act of kindness at a time, one act of obedience at a time, one Scripture read at a time, one act of forgiveness at 
a time.  God is fully present in the ordinary rhythms of life. 
 

Today, the invitation to us is simply this: slow down enough to notice, and be intentional in the little things. 
Notice the grace of God in daily mercies. Notice the needs of others. Notice opportunities to encourage, serve, 
and love. Notice that the little things, offered to God, often become the very things that make the greatest 
difference. 
 

And remember: even when your own small acts feel unseen, they are seen by God. In His hands, nothing done 
in love is ever wasted. This is how God’s Kingdom of love and grace advances: it is shared one moment at a 
time. 
 
Pastor Eva 
 

 

 

 

 
Class of 

2026 
 

• Regan Dills 
 

• Paul Oakley 
 

• Anna Rose 

DiPentima 

 

 

 

 

 

• Linda Harris 

• Susan Hunter 

• Naomi Klotzko 

• Scott Cairns 

• Flint McLellan 

• Carolyn Cairns 

• Sue Reynolds 

• Molly Cairns 

• Aria Russell 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Our Assistant Music Director, Jenny-Joy Moore, is currently 
seeking affordable housing beginning as soon as next month. 
She is looking for a safe and reasonably priced place to live that 
can also accommodate her cat. If you know of an available 
apartment, in-law suite, room for rent, or other housing 
opportunity in the general, please reach out to the church office. 
 

Jenny-Joy would also like to extend her heartfelt thanks to Bob, 
Bob, John, Lori, and Bill for their assistance with her recent 
moves. Their generosity and willingness to help have been 
greatly appreciated during this challenging transition. 
 

Additionally, Jenny-Joy is seeking assistance in moving a queen-
size mattress before her lease ends on June 8. If you have 
access to a truck or large vehicle and are willing to help, please 
contact the church office. Thank you for helping us support a 
valued member of our church community! 

 

 
 

Part-Time Evening PCA Needed (M-T, 5-10pm) 
 

A member of our Church family, Deb Talbott, is seeking a 

dependable PCA to assist with evening care, including meal 

preparation, medication reminders, personal care (showers), and 

bedtime routines. Occasional errands and transportation to 

activities may be required. The applicant must be able to drive a 

large van, lift household items, prepare healthy meals within 

dietary needs, and work cooperatively with other PCAs. 
 

Deb lives with TBI and TSCI and uses a power wheelchair as 

needed. The position involves supporting an active schedule of 

therapies, appointments, and daily care needs. The position is 

through the PCA Waiver Program (CT DSS & Agency on Aging & 

Disabilities). A background check and clean driving record will be 

required. Prior or current substance use is not compatible with 

this role. Familiarity with TBI/TSCI is helpful but not required; 

willingness to learn care protocols is essential. Deb’s home is 

smoke-free and alcohol-free. 
 

To apply or for more information, please contact Deb Talbott: 

revdebt@gmail.com | 618-339-4687 

 

 
 

On Sunday, June 7, we will be pleased to welcome Nadine 

from Days for Girls, who will be joining us to share 

information about their important and ongoing mission work.  
 

We encourage everyone to attend; for now, here is a brief 

introduction to the work and mission of Days for Girls: 
 

■ Empowering Women. Restoring Dignity. Changing Lives. 

Days for Girls is dedicated to eliminating the stigma and 

limitations surrounding menstruation so that women and 

girls can experience improved health, education, and 

economic opportunity. To date, Days for Girls has reached 

more than 3.5 million women and girls around the world with 

life-changing menstrual health solutions. 
 

Period Poverty—the lack of access to safe, affordable 

menstrual supplies and education. Period poverty leads to 

missed school days, lost income, poor mental and physical 

health, and deep-rooted stigma. 
 

■ Global Impact 

Recently, we’ve partnered with Jean Scialabba from the 

Orange, CT Chapter, expanding our reach through missions 

that serve communities most in need in Tanzania, Liberia, 

Cameroon, Chad and Bangladesh.  
 

■ Get Involved 

For eight years, our incredible Rocky Hill team has been 

showing up—every third Saturday from January through 

October—to sew, pack, and prepare menstrual health kits 

for distribution across the globe. Though small in size, our 

group is mighty in impact—creating an average of 2,800 

feminine hygiene kits for women and girls around the world. 

You don’t need to sew to help! There’s plenty to do… 

washing and cutting fabric, ironing, stringing ribbons, 

pinning pieces, or tracing liner patterns. Every task makes a 

difference. 
 

■ 2026 Remaining Workshop Dates 

We meet every third Saturday, January through October: 

• Jun 20 • Jul 18 • Aug 16 • Sep 20 • Oct 17 

 

Together, we’re creating a world where periods don’t pause 

potential. Thank you for being part of this powerful mission.  

mailto:revdebt@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please see below for ways you can help us make a difference 

and give back to those in need! 
 

1. Amazing Grace (SOS). Our commitment to SOS (Support 

Our Shelves) at Amazing Grace is 75 pounds per month. 

Beans should be 15-16 OUNCE ONLY! Items for Amazing Grace 

may be left in the designated baked bean totes in either of 2 

areas at UCD---Fellowship Hall or the church narthex OR contact 

Sydney Mintz or Pam Hogarth for other options. NO DENTED OR 

OUTDATED CANS PLEASE!  
 

2. Middlefield Food Bank: The Middlefield Food Bank needs our 

help. The need is real in our community. Many are struggling to 

meet the basic food needs. No individual or family should be food 

insecure. We are in need of the following: Shampoo, deodorant, 

body soap, laundry care, cleaning supplies, sponges, dish 

detergents, dishwasher detergent , pastas & sauce, rice, 

coffee, & tea, condiments, toilet paper, paper towels, snacks 

and baking items, & gluten free items. For more information, 

contact Susan D’Orvilliers at sdorvilliers@middlefieldct.org.  
 

3. Monthly Focus: For the month of June, the focus will be on 

Paper Goods.  
 

4. SVDM Supportive Housing: Saint Vincent de Paul in 

Middletown is seeking our help to support individuals and families 

as they transition into new housing. You can contribute by 

purchasing needed household items through their Amazon 

Wishlist (https://tinyurl.com/svdmwish), or by donating 

comparable items locally and dropping them off at 617 Main St. 

or 8 Liberty St. in Middletown, CT. 
 

5. Eddy Shelter. Our chili ministry to the Eddy Shelter will 

continue on the 3rd Sunday of the month (subject to change for 

holidays and weather disruptions). Please see our sign-up sheet 

in the Fellowship Hall to donate your time and talents. Desserts 

are also welcome, and can be delivered to UCD on SUNDAY 

MORNING, JUNE 21, or to JO-ANN HALIBOZEK'S HOME on 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON BETWEEN 4 AND 5 PM. 
 

6. Recycling Bin (Save the Earth). The recycle bin is located 

between the office and Fellowship Hall at UCD. SAVE your 

bottles, cans and plastics and place them in the appropriate 

"hole" in the recycle bin. A member from MFC will recycle them. 

RINSE CONTAINERS BEFORE PUTTING THEM IN THE BIN 

AND be sure to save the can tabs for Shriners. 
 

7. Care Cards. We continually send cards to members and get 

great enjoyment in doing so! 

 

As always, we are grateful for your continued generosity and 

support for our various missions and outreach programs! 

 

 

Annual Meeting Minutes 
 

Copies of the Annual Report for United Churches of Durham and 

Middlefield Federated Church, in both physical and digital 

formats, are available upon request from the office. Minutes for 

both annual meetings can be found as the last two links at 

https://linktr.ee/unitedchurches or by scanning the LinkTree QR 

code located on the back of this newsletter! Physical copies of 

the minutes may be requested from the office. We thank you for 

your patience in getting these out.  

 
 

 
 

Saturday, June 6: Durham America250 Celebration, 2:00pm 
Join the Durham America250 Committee on Saturday, June 6, 
from 2:00–8:00 PM at the Community Center and Allyn Brook 
Park for an afternoon and evening of patriotic fun! Enjoy a 
Patriotic Artists Exhibition, old-fashioned games, an All-American 
Picnic (food available for purchase), apple pie eating contests, 
birthday cake and song, and a patriotic concert featuring the 
Middletown Symphonic Band.  
 

Thursday, June 11: Middletown Strawberry Festival, 11:30am 
Join the Westfield Ladies Aid Society as they celebrate their 141st 
Annual Strawberry Festival, held at the Third Congregational 
Church in Middletown (91 Miner Street). Enjoy all homemade 
shortcakes served with real whipped cream & native strawberries. 
Take out, drive thru, with covered outdoor dining. 
 

Friday, June 12: Middlefield Summer Picnic, 12:00pm 
Join us for an afternoon of summer fun and fellowship at our 
annual Summer Picnic! Reservations are required. Please call 
860-349-7121 to reserve your spot. 
 

Wednesday, July 29: Red Cross Blood Drive, 1:00pm 
Join us for a Red Cross Blood Drive at Fellowship Hall from 1:00 
PM to 6:00 PM! Every donation can help save lives, and the need 
for blood donations remains constant. More information to come! 
 

September 24–27: 106th Annual Durham Fair 
Mark your calendars! The 106th Annual Durham Fair is quickly 
approaching, and we’re once again preparing for an exciting 
weekend of fellowship and community spirit. As always, we will 
need volunteers to help staff our famous Lime Rickey booth and 
assist with parking lot operations throughout the fair. Sign-up 
sheets are currently being prepared, and we hope you will 
consider joining us in making this year another success! 

mailto:sdorvilliers@middlefieldct.org
https://tinyurl.com/svdmwish
https://linktr.ee/unitedchurches


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sydney Mintz  June 1 
Joanne Keurajia  June 3 

Shirley Newcomb  June 4 
Linda Harris  June 6 

Bridget Melien  June 9 
Rich Mach  June 11 

Spencer McCoy  June 15 
Paula Pendleton Sardinas  June 15 

Joanne Brainerd  June 17 
Logan Smith  June 17 

Tom Hennick  June 18 
Parker Belair  June 19 

Benjamin Plant  June 24 
Colin Plant  June 24 

Jack Huscher  June 25 
Nancy Hennick  June 26 

Lia Wilson  June 26 
Alexander Kalber  June 28 

 

 

 

 Every Monday and Wednesday 
 

DURHAM COMMUNITY CENTER 

144 Pickett Lane, Durham, CT 
 

Lunches for folks aged 60 or older will be held from 11:00am to 

1:00pm with lunch served at noon. A voluntary donation of $3.00 

is suggested for eligible participants, however, no one will be 

denied a meal if unable to pay. 
 

Please sign up by Wednesday each week for the following 

week by calling, emailing, or using the sign-up sheets 

available during lunch. Join us! 
 

(Morgan Perry 860-349- 3153 

 mperry@townofdurhamct.org) 

 

 

 
 

If you have updates, announcements, or events you'd like 

included in our newsletters, please remember to send them in! 

• Weekly Newsletter Deadline: Wednesdays @ Noon 
• Monthly Newsletter Deadline: June 24 

Check out https://www.unitedchurches.net/events.html for a full 

calendar of upcoming events, updated weekly! 

 

 
 

Dean & Liz McCoy  June 8 
Theodore & Joanne Brainerd  June 14 

Geoffrey & Lauren Belair  June 15 
Ralph & Katharine Chase  June 16 

Chris & Susan Oakley    June 17 
Peter & Deb Carras  June 22 

Donald & Patricia Smith  June 22 
Ed & Clara Chapman  June 23 

Bill & Lorrie Martin  June 24 
Michael & Alexis Meurs  June 30 

 

 

 
 

You are invited to bring FLOWERS to beautify our Sanctuary! 

 

Flowers may come from your garden or from anywhere you 

choose to purchase them. They can be given for any occasion— 

in honor or in memory of a loved one, to celebrate a birthday, or 

simply to mark a special day. 

 

After the service, you are welcome to take your flowers home, 

share them with a member, leave them in the church office, or 

donate them to a nursing home. 

 

If you would like to sign up for a specific date, please use the 

sign-up sheet at church or contact Nancy Hennick at  

(860-614-8847). 

 

Multiple people are welcome to bring flowers on the same day—

the more, the merrier! 

mailto:mperry@townofdurhamct.org
https://www.unitedchurches.net/events.html


  

 

 

 

 

  

MFC Bylaw Review 
 

Most churches have some type of internal document that sets the 

rules and expectations for its members in relation to the ministry. 

Usually, this document is referred to as the bylaws. Basically, this 

document acts as a type of contract between the church and its 

members. It details topics like the ministry’s purpose, 

organizational structure and leadership roles. 
 

It is often the foundation of any church’s internal rules and 

self- governance. Keeping bylaws current and up-to-date to 

remain compliant is necessary for any church and particularly 

now for us as MFC moves forward in our planning process for the 

future. MFC’s by-laws have not been reviewed, updated or 

amended for many years and it is time this work gets done. 
 

If you want to be part of a small committee that will be 

carrying out this work, please email the church 

at (church.mfc@gmail.com) and/or leave a voicemail message 

(860-349-9881). Our church administrator Aren will be collecting 

your communications. 
 

Thank you! 

 

Simple Questions 
 

It has been a tradition at MFC that we hold a devotional at the 

end of our monthly deacon’s meetings.  The topics can range 

from the deeply spiritual to simply playing a game.  Knowing that 

our May meeting would be held jointly with both the UCD and 

MFC deacons, Ed Holden suggested that I repeat a devotional 

that we did last year.  The point of the devotional was to ask 

several simple questions with the goal of helping us get to know 

each other a little better. This is what I asked: 
 

• Where were you born and/or raised? 

• What is your earliest memory and can you describe 

it? 

• What was your favorite school subject? 

• If you could travel anywhere in the world, where 

would you go? 
 

Simple questions, but they opened up dialogue and helped us 

better connect with one another.  We had fun sharing a little bit of 

our backgrounds and it generated interesting conversation.  Fun 

fact, did you know that Pastor Eva was born in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo?   
 

Our two congregations have been worshipping together for a 

while, but we probably do not know each other as well as we 

should.  Instead of just having polite conversation at coffee hour, 

maybe we should ask those simple, open-ended questions that 

will help us better connect with one another.   
 

Getting to know a person takes time, but we also know that 

building a strong faith community is what Jesus preached.  Let us 

take that first step, ask a simple question. 
 

Peace to all, 

Paul Bergenholtz 

MFC Deacons 

 

 
 

A new 10 week Monday evening Bible study on the book of Acts 

will begin soon, designed especially for those who cannot attend 

weekday morning or afternoon events due to work schedules. 

The group will follow a structured workbook and include weekly 

homework assignments to support deeper study and reflection. 
 

Participation is limited to 10 people to allow for meaningful 

discussion and shared learning. If you’re interested in joining, 

please sign up in the church office or contact Amy Dills. 
 

Amy Dills, MFC Deacons (Amydillsmfc@gmail.com) 

 

mailto:church.mfc@gmail.com
mailto:Amydillsmfc@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Crossroads Connection 
A Newsletter for June 2026 
 
 
Sunday Worship: 10am 
Communion is celebrated on the 
1st Sunday of every month. Can’t 
make it in person? We stream 
services live on our Facebook: 
https://linktr.ee/unitedchurches  
 

 

 
 

www.unitedchurches.net 

 
 
United Churches of Durham 
228 Main Street,  
Durham, CT 06422 
 
 
Middlefield Federated 
Church 
PO Box 200,  
Middlefield, CT, 06455 
 

 

Administrator 
Aren Alberico 

 
Office Email: 

office@unitedchurches.net 
 

Office Phone: 
(860) 349-3683 

 
Office Hours: 

Weds/Fri 
9am-2pm 

Mon: Appointment Only 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Eva Cudmore 

 
Email: 

burgencudmore@gmail.com 
 

Cell:  
(860) 227-0722 

 
Office Hours: 
Tues/Weds/Fri 

9am-2pm 
Thurs: Flexible 

 

 

Music Director 
Michael Meurs 

 
Email: 

  Mevis0130@gmail.com  
 
 

Assistant Music 
Director 

Jenny-Joy Moore 
 

Email: 
jennbuckwalter@gmail.com  

 

https://linktr.ee/unitedchurches
http://www.unitedchurches.net/
mailto:office@unitedchurches.net
mailto:burgencudmore@gmail.com
mailto:Mevis0130@gmail.com
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